The early works of the Thomson brothers, James and William (Lord Kelvin), and of Michael Faraday mark the beginnings of a sustained scientific fascination with "regelation", involving the pressure-induced thawing and refreezing of ice at solid boundaries. The Thompson theory of pressure melting has been invoked to explain phenomena as diverse as the mobility of glaciers and the reduction of sliding friction on ice skates. It is also the subject of well-known classroom experiment involving the passage of a solid wire through a block of ice, leaving scarcely a trace.
